CHAPTER XXVII
JAPAN
THE five large and four thousand small islands which form the
nucleus of the Empire of Japan are the remains of a great mountain
system lying off the east coast of Asia, with which they were once
connected. Their total area Is aboiit 161,000 square miles, or one
and a third that of the British Isles. The largest is Honshu,
which contains about 54 per cent of the total extent of the country,
and is the centre both of its political and economic development.
The physical configuration and structure of this island are extremely
complicated. In Honshu* a midland valley, which in the south-
west includes the Inland Sea, runs parallel to the general direction
of the island; in places it is crossed by transverse fractures, and in
the neighbourhood of these it is frequently interrupted by great
volcanic outpourings, the most important of which form the Japanese
Alps in the centre of Honshu. To the east of the valley lies a folded
range of Palaeozoic rock, while to the west of it another range^
likewise of Palaeozoic rock, contains many mountains of volcanic
origin. Between these different mountain ranges and along parts
of the coast, there He numerous plains of recent origin, the most
important being the Kitakami plain between the central and
eastern ranges of the north, the plain of Niigata1 on the west coast,
the Kwanto plain, the largest in the country, round Tokyo, the
plain round Nagoya and Gifu to the west of the meridional mountains
in central Honshu, and the Kinai plain, which contains the cities of
Kyoto and Osaka. In Shikoku there are several plains of limited
extent,, while in Kyusbii the most important is that of Tsukushi in
the north of the island.
Of the other parts of the country, Yezo, renamed Hokkaido,
is very mountainous, owing to the fact that two ranges appear to
cross one another, the schist range of Sakhalin and the volcanic
range of the Kuriles,  Formosa, acquired from the Chinese in 1895,
is somewhat larger than Kyushu.   A-high mountain range composed
of ancient rocks extends along the eastern part of the island, while
1 Formerly Echigo.
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